8o           CREATION OF THE SAFAWf POWER       [PT i

Persia and Turkey quake through fear of thee, since thou hast cast

from his head the crown of the Red-cap1.

O victorious one, thou hast cast his crown from his head : now man-
fully cast his head from his body!
The Red-head is like the viper; until thou crushest his head it

availeth nothing.
Thou art today, through thy noble qualities, the Vicar (Khalifa) of

God and of Muhammad.
Dost thou hold it right that the guebre2 and brute-heretic should

revile the Companions of the Prophet?3
If thou dost not break him by the strength of thy manhood, and

if thou turnest back without having cut off his head,
If he obtains amnesty in safety, I will seize thy skirt in the day of

Resurrection.       c
Thus have I seen in the accounts of the Prophet, that Dhu'l-Qarnayn

("the Two-horned")4 was Emperor in Rome.
For this cause did he style himself Dhi^l-Qarnayn^ because he added

the dominion of Persia to that of Rome6.
His two horns were sovereignty throughout the World; his orders

ran through East and West.
Come, break the Idol by the aid of the Faith, and add the Kingdom

of Persia to the Throne of Rome6!'"

Sultdn Salim died in 926/1520, having reigned, according
to the Aksanu't-Ta'wdrikh) 8 years, 8 months and 8 days.
He was succeeded by his son Sulaymdn, called by his

1  Burk is a Turkish word denoting a kind of tall fur cap, and Qizil-
burk ("Red-cap") is,  of course, equivalent to  Qfsil-bdsk (Persian
Surkk-sar) " Red-head."

2  The word gabr (anglicized by Thomas Moore as "guebre") pro-
perly denotes a Zoroastrian, but is constantly applied by writers of
this period to any non-Muslim, infidel or heretic, like the corresponding
gyawur ("giaour") of the Turks. See p. 95 infra.

3  This, of course, refers to the cursing of Abu Bakr, *Umar and
'Uthman instituted by Shall Ismail.   See pp. 53-4 supra.

* This mysterious person is commonly (as here) identified with Alex-
ander the Great See Qur*dn xviii, 82,85,93 and commentary thereon.

5 The term R&m was applied successively to the Roman, the Byzan-
tine and the Ottoman Empires, and by the Persian historians of this
period the Ottoman Sultan is constantly called Qaysar-i-R&m.